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Yacht rescued by Exmouth RNLI after
grounding near Orcombe Point

Both Exmouth lifeboats were launched last night to a 37-
foot yacht that had gone aground near Orcombe Point.
The vessel had been approaching the River Exe when
the two people onboard couldn’t start the engine. Wind
and tide carried the yacht onto the shore where it
remained until the waters rose and the inshore lifeboat
towed it off.

The yacht crew were sailing from Dartmouth to Exmouth and were
approaching the estuary when their engine failed to start. With the wind and
tide carrying them towards the shore, they had no time to re set their sails or
put an anchor out. The vessel drifted across a rock ledge and grounded on
sand near Sandy Bay.

As the ebb tide came to an end the volunteer crews of both the all weather
and inshore lifeboats attempted to tow the yacht off, but she was too hard
aground. As the tide came in the inshore lifeboat crew were then able to tow
the vessel into deeper water and on to a mooring.

Tim Mock, RNLI Coxswain at Exmouth, says the two men onboard the yacht
were well equipped but caught out by circumstance:

‘It was a cruel mixture of conditions that caused the incident. First the engine
wouldn’t start just as the yacht crew needed it, and then they were carried
away by the wind and tide before they could do anything else to prevent the
boat going ashore.’

‘It's always worth double-checking the state of your engine before visiting an
estuary like the Exe where the tide runs up to 5 knots. | would also advice
people approaching the area to start their engine further out to sea where you
have got time to manoeuvre and react if you have problems.’
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Notes to editors

x Please find attached two pictures — each shows the Exmouth RNLI D
class inshore lifeboat, George Bearman, beginning to tow the yacht off
the shore. The pictures were taken from the all weather Trent class
lifeboat, Forward Birmingham, that was standing by offshore. Please
credit Exmouth RNLI.

The RNLI is a registered
charity that saves lives at
sea.
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X It provides, on call, the 24-
hour service necessary to
cover search and rescue
requirements to 100
nautical miles out from the
coasts of the United
Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland.

X There are over 230 lifeboat
stations.

X RNLI Lifeguards operate in
the south and east of
England.

X The RNLI further saves
lives through sea and
beach education.

X The RNLI depends on
voluntary contributions and
legacies for its income.

X Beachwise is an RNLI
initiative that promotes
beach safety in order to
save lives. Be seen to be
Beachwise: Always swim at
a lifequarded beach.
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X The RNLI have submitted plans for a new boathouse near Maer
Rocks in Exmouth that would bring both the stations lifeboats together
under one roof and ensure the RNLI volunteer crews could react to
incidents 24 hours a day. At present the town’s Trent class lifeboat is
tidally restricted which means it can’t launch on service across the bar
at low water.

X The RNLI provides vital sea safety information free of charge, to help
people stay safe on and around the water. Always remember to:
Wear a lifejacket
Check your engine and fuel
Tell others where you are going and when you plan to come back
Carry some means of calling for help, preferably a VHF radio
Keep an eye on the weather and tides

For further information please contact Tamsin Thomas,
RNLI Media Relations Manager for the south, on
07786 668847

www.exmouth-lifeboat.org.uk



