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Kite surfer saved by Exmouth RNLI
lifeboat volunteers

The volunteer crew of the Exmouth inshore lifeboat
rescued a kite surfer today (Sunday 28 October)
after he was swept out into 3 metre seas. The man
got into difficulties when his kite collapsed and he
got caught up in the lines. The RNLI crew safely
picked him up, but only after they had battled
against the steep waves.

Conditions in the Exe estuary w ere ideal for kite surfing, as itw as
sheltered fromthe prevailing south w esterly winds of force 6 to 7. But
when the casualty’s kite fell into the w ater, he w as swept out to sea by
the ebb tide. The alarmw as raised by a fellow kite surfer who raced
back to the shore to call the coastguard via the 999 number.

Kevin Riley, RNLI Lifeboat Operations Manager at Exmouth, says the
volunteer crew of the D class inshore lifeboat, Roger Jackson (Helm),
Scott Ranft and Lee Comley, reacted extremely quickly:

‘It took just four minutes to launch the lifeboat, that’s four minutes from
the pagers going off and the crew assembling, dressing and going to
sea. In a situation like this speed is of the essence. When the crew
reached the casualty he had been dragged out of the sheltered estuary
and into the exposed sea. There was a steep swell of around three
metres and because of this, and the kites lines, they took three atte mpts
to get safely alongside the man.’

The quick launch came just hours after both the inshore and the all
weather lifeboats had been launched to a yacht that had broken adrift.

There w ere three people onboard the vessel, w hich had hit another boat

and got entangled in the moorings.
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X Kevin Riley is available for interview via his mobile number,
07703022475.

X The D class inshore lifeboat used for the rescue today is from the

RNLI's relief fleet as the permanent lifeboat stationed at
BExmouth, George Bearman, is aw ay on a scheduled refit.

> The RNLIis aregistered
charitythat saves lives at
sea.

X Itprovides, oncall, the 24-
hour service necessary to
cover search and rescue
requirements to 100
nautical miles out fromthe
coasts of the United
Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland.

X There are over 230 lifeboat
stations.

X RNLI Lifeguards operatein
the south and east of
England.

X The RNLI further saves
lives through sea and
beach education.

X The RNLI depends on
ol untary contributions and
legacies for its income.

X Beachwiseis an RNLI
initiative that promotes
beach safety in or der to
save lives. Be seentobe
Beac hwis e: Always swim at
alifeguarded beach.
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X Last year the Exmouth all w eather and inshore lifeboats launched on
126 services. The station is credited w ith rescuing 96 people and
saving 4 lives. The volunteer crews recovered boats and equipment to
the value of £229,210. This year (2007) the Trent class all w eather
lifeboat, Forward Birmingham has been launched to 28 emergencies,
the D class inshore lifeboat, George Bearman has attended 72
incidents and the stations boarding boat has been launched on service
4 times.

X The RNLI is a registered charity, w hich aims to save lives at sea.
It relies on voluntary contributions and legacies to ensure its
volunteer lifeboat crew and lifeguards have the very best training
and equipment.

For further information please contact Tamsin Thomas,
RNLI Media Relations Manager for the south, on
07786 668847.

www.e xmouth-lifeboat.org.uk



