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Fortunate Jet Ski party rescued by
Exmouth RNLI volunteers

A party of jet skiers near Exmouth had a lucky
escape today (Sunday 16 March 2008) when the two
craft they were using broke down shortly after two of
their group had fallen in the water. The incident
happened off Orcombe Point and was witnessed by a
member of the public who called 999 to alert the
coastguard. The Exmouth RNLI inshore lifeboat was
immediately launched to rescue the two adults and
three children who all came from Somerset.

The party of five were a mile off Orcombe Point in relatively calm seas
and a northerly wind of force 4 when two people fell off one of the jet
skis. Shortly after this both vessels broke down. The group had no radio
or mobile phone with them but fortunately the incident had been seen
from the shore and the alarm was raised.

The Exmouth RNLI D class inshore lifeboat, George Bearman, was
launched in record time at 11.40am, thanks to the vital team of RNLI
volunteer shore helpers, and recovered the group extremely quickly. The
three children were very cold and two were found in the water some way
away from the jet skis. The volunteer lifeboat crew, Dave Preece
(Helmsman), lan Taylor and Andy Stott who all receive professional first
aid training from the RNLI, immediately transferred the children, aged
between 11 and 14, to an ambulance at Orcombe Point, which took
them to the local hospital. They were released after treatment.

Bob Paterson, RNLI Deputy Launching Authority at Exmouth lifeboat
station, says the group were not well equipped for going to sea on a cold
day in March:

‘One of the adults had a dry suit on and the other was wearing a wet
suit, but the youngsters were not dressed in suitable clothing. The sea is
still very cold at this time of year and you need to protect yourself against
the wind chill and the sea temperature. Thick wet suits or dry suits are
ideal in case things go wrong like they did today, and you land up in the
water.’

‘The RNLI advice when you go to sea is to always carry a means of
communication, preferably a VHF radio, so you can contact the
emergency services. Mobile phone signals can be unreliable and if you
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fall in the water the phone may not work. A lifeboat crew can also
establish a position for you if you call on a VHF radio as the signal can
be used by the lifeboats direction finding equipment and that can save
valuable time.’

‘Easter is almost upon us and | would advise anyone heading for the
water during the holiday to check that their vessel, and its equipment, is
well serviced. The RNLI offer a free and confidential service called Sea
Check where a volunteer advisor will come and assess your boat and
your safety equipment and offer suitable advice to help you stay safe. To
book a Sea Check you just need to call 0800 328 0600 or email
seasafety@rnli.org.uk’

Notes to editors

X The RNLI provides vital sea safety information free of charge, to
help people stay safe on and around the water. Always
remember to
Wear a lifejacket
Check your engine and fuel
Tell others where you are going and when you plan to come back
Carry some means of calling for help
Keep and eye on the weather and tides

x If you would like to know more about the RNLI Sea Safety
campaign or to organise an interview on the subject please
contact Tamsin on the number listed below.
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Relations Manager for the south, on 07786 668847.

The RNLI online
For more information on the RNLI please visit www.rnli.org.uk or
www.exmouth-lifeboat.org.uk



